Police Committee Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 15, 2015
12:00 noon. 
City Office 
Present:  Gary Mortensen, Harley Getzlaff, Swain Benson – City Attorney, Matt Schimetz – Deputy, Tyler Wolfe – Deputy, Sandra Jensen-Secretary.
Absent: Tim Sanderson, Rick Hummel –Municipal Judge, Steve Watson –Sheriff.
Meeting was called to order by Mortensen.

Call to approve minutes from the August 26, 2015 meeting. Mortensen moved to approve, Getzlaff seconded the motion, carried.
Benson stated that he feels there is a problem with Chapter 12, articles 4 & 5; referred to as the junk and noxious weed ordinance. The issue would be entry to private property. Benson said that because of the way the ordinance is written it is “criminalized”, and that because of this the 4th amendment of the U.S. Constitution, regarding illegal search and seizure, would override our ordinance. When he talked to fellow lawyers regarding the same types of ordinances in other towns, they came to the conclusion that their ordinances were written in such a way that it leaned more towards health and welfare.  
Mortenson asked how we could fix this and how we should proceed until it is fixed. Benson gave several options:

1. Citations could be issued to the offender of the ordinance and then it would go to municipal court where the judge could set a time for the offender to clear up the problem or be in contempt of court. If the offender cleared up the problem – but recreated it later, the Sheriff’s office would simply issue a citation to them again.

2. Sheriff’s Dept. can apply to the District Court for a warrant to seize property. Questions regarding time effectiveness, where to store property, city liability for the property, and the length of time for it to be held before it would be sold were all brought up.
Benson suggested that the Ordinance committee meet to rework Chapter 12, articles 4 & 5.

Gary made the motion to have the ordinance committee meet to rework Chapter 12, articles 4 &5, and that until ordinance is reworked, the Sheriff’s Dept. is to issue citations to offenders without removal of any private property. Seconded by Getzlaff. Motion approved.

New ticket/fine envelopes are to be purchased by the Sheriff’s office.  The ones currently being used have outdated information on them.

Schimetz asked that something be done about the ordinance regarding the truck route. Schimetz stated that the fines are conflicting thru out the ordinance book. 

Mortensen made a motion to have the ordinance committee meet to rework Chapter 3, article 5, Heavy Vehicles and create a fee schedule. Getzlaff seconded, motion passed. 

Getzlaff made a motion to adjourn, Mortensen seconded the motion, carried.
Meeting adjourned at 1:00 pm.
No future meeting date has been set at this time.

Sandra Jensen

Police Committee Secretary

